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CHRONOLOGY OF AN OFFENDER

Leonard Clifton Gallion
repeatedly beat the
system--and his victims

By Rebecca Kutty

Leonard Clifton Galionisno stranger
to the law. His criminal history in
Hennepin County, at 14 years, isolder
than WATCH, with 22 charged cases
split almost evenly between driving
violationsand assaults. Thestrangers
or acquaintances Gallion assaulted
over the years suffered scary, but
isolated, episodesinwhichthey were
hit over the head with a duffel bag,
struck with the butt of a shotgun, or
chased with a sedge hammer and
crowbar, to take afew examples. But
thosein long-term relationshipswith
Gallion endured far more brutal and
terrifyingly regular beatings. For his
girlfriends, in particular, victim A
whosevictimizationiswe | documented
by thecharged and uncharged crimina
casesincludedinthischronology, they
werelifedtering.

Most of the domestic abuse casesthat
follow were dismissed or not even
charged. Why?It'smost likely because
Gallionknew how to beat the system.
He assaulted A on parts of her body,
such asthe back of her head, where
bruisesarelessvisble, and attempted
to smother her, which againleavesno
eadly discerniblemarks. Heoftenwas

"Victims are identified with sequential letters
with the same letter signifying the same victim.

“goneonarivad” whenthepolicecame
tothescene, escapingimmediatearrest
and waiting out the half-day that police
can arrest asuspect for probable cause
inmisdemeanor domestic abusecases.
When he was arrested, he easily
posted the $1,200 bail required in
most misdemeanor domestic assault
casesand, at least in onereported and
uncharged case, returnedtoinflict a
viciousbeatingonA. Inacrud twig, a
day after one such assault for which
Galionwasarrested, he successfully
petitioned the courtsfor atemporary
harassment restraining order againgt A,
which subsequently was granted for
one year. Under such tenuous
circumstances, it should not be
surprising that Awasoftenreluctant to
cooperatewith the prosecution.

Theonly timeGallionwas convicted
of adomestic assault-related crime, he
had already served and been given
credit for 22 days at theworkhouse;
theremaining 68 daysof hissentence
werestayed under certain conditions,
including no contact withthevictim, no
same or similar charges, and no
weapons violations (oddly enough,
domestic abuse counseling wasnever
ordered, nor was probation given the
discretionto do so). Aswith too many
domestic abusers, the period of actual
incarceration wastoo short to allow
hisvictimtorecover fromher lifewith
him, in this case being prostituted,

continued on page 4

WHAT’S NEW

WATCH says*“good-bye’ and “ good
luck” to PriyaOutar, court monitoring
coordinator, who left to pursuealaw
degreea theUniverdty of lowa We re
thrilled that Priyawill takewith her an
understanding of how the system can
be improved and how people can
cometogether to makeit work better
for victimsof domestic violenceand
sexud assaullt.

WATCH bidsafond farewell to Dee
Long, whose board servicebeganin
1999 and ended in April 2005. Asa
former member of the Minnesota
House of Representatives, Dee
brought an important public policy
perspective to the board and
contributed greatly to WATCH’s
development. Her quick wit was
awaysappreciated at board meetings,
aswell. Deecontinuesto beinvolved
with severa nonprofitsand workswith
Minnesotansfor an Energy-Efficient
Economy. Thank you, Dee! (7
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

What does it take?

By MarnaAnderson

Inearly December 2004, Minnegpolis
police responded to a 911 domestic
abuse call. When they arrived, they
found awoman intearssitting onthe
floor, looking dazed. Shewastaking
so softly it was difficult to hear her.
According to the complaint, several
childrenwere present, and they told the
officersthat their stepfather had been
arguing with their mother and had
grabbed her neck from behind and
strangled her. Two of thechildren said
that they had triedto“awake” her after
shelost consciousness. Their sepfather
had fled thehome.

Thevictimwastakento the hospital,
where medical staff observed,
documented, and photographed ared
mark along the side of her neck
consistent with being strangled.

Afew dayslater, thevictimwent tothe
Hennepin County Family Justice
Center and petitioned for acivil order
for protection (OFP). Her husband had
requested an order as well. He told
Referee Linda Gallant, who was
hearing the case, “When shesmacked
me, | grabbed her, just out of reflex,
with my right hand, and | spun her
around where | had her in ahold...
almost like a hugging mode... She
pretendstofal down, or whatever and
| laid her down—actually, when she
madeagroaning noise.”

Thevictim had adifferent account of
what happened: “ He grabbed mefrom
behind, not with his hands, with his
forearm, and choked me, until | had
no air in my body at all. | couldn’t
breathe period. | wasn't gasping for air
because | couldn’'t get any air. All |
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remember ismescratching hisarmto
getit off my neck. And | passed out.”

Both requests for the OFPs were
denied by Referee Gallant, who said,
“Themedical recordsverify that she
went tothe hospita, which hedoesn't
dispute. They verify that shehad some
markson her neck, which hedoesn’'t
dispute... this is a case about
credibility...I’mnotgoingtogivedather
party an order for protection...You
were having some, probably in
retrogpect, Slly arguments, whichmost
of us get into sometimes... Each
party’s version has the other one
dartingit. Neither party wasany more
crediblethanthe other.”

Inthemeantime, the Hennepin County
Attorney’sOfficereviewed thepolice
report and charged the defendant with
felony 3 degreeassault for inflicting
“subgtantid bodily harm.” Hewasdso
charged withinterferencewitha911
cal and endangerment of achild, both
grossmisdemeanors.

Inthejury tria, the prosecutor, Deb
Russell, played the recording of the
911cal madeby thevictim's 12 year-
old daughter, telling the operator that
her mother wasnot spesking. Thegirl
washiding inabasement closet while
making thecal. Russell had thedoctor
who had seenthevictimwhenshewas
brought to the hospital testify. Hesaid
her injuries were consistent with
drangulation.

And, the prosecutor had the three
children, ages 12, 13 and 14, who
were in the home when the assault
occurred take the stand. One
witnessed theassault. Another saw the
victimlying onthefloor unconscious.
When one of the children asked the
2

defendant what had happened, he
responded, “ Your mother hitmesoll
choked her.”

It seemed like an open and shut case.
Eyewitnesses. Medical records. 911
cdl recording.

Thejury found thedefendant not guilty.

Thevictimwasfirg refused protection
by the courtsinthecivil hearing and
thenagainincrimind court, despitethe
evidence.

WATCH had monitors in the
courtroomthroughout thetrid. Theday
the defendant took the stand, the
WATCH monitor said that although he
believedthevictim, hehad ahardtime
believing that the defendant was
capable of the crime. The defendant
looked like a good family man. He
talked about taking in the victim's
children and caring for them. Hetalked
about how hard he works. And he
cried about how badly he felt about
“what happened.”

Extensveresearch onintimate partner
violence has repeatedly shown that
batterersfunction normally in socid
settings and within their work
environments Atthecrimind trid, how
the defendant acted and |ooked was
apparently more compelling and
crediblethan al theevidence, and all
thetestimony — thedoctor’ stestimony,
the victim’s testimony, and the
children’saccountsof the assaullt.

Whenthereferee denied the order for
protection, shesaid it wasacase about
credibility. She focused on “who
started it” rather than the more
important fact of whereit ended up—

continued on page 3
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REVOLVING DOOR

Inthelast edition of the WATCH Post, we reported on the 20-year criminal
history of CharlesEdward Kennedy, who hasvictimized at least 13women and
children. Sincethen, Kennedy has been re-arrested on two gross misdemeanor
domestic assault chargesand amisdemeanor disorderly conduct chargestemming
fromaMay 14 incident.

Kennedy wasat hisstepfather’shomewith hisgirlfriend T.M., whowasa so
living there, hissister, hissister’sfriend, and his stepbrother. A disagreement
occurred and T.M. left theliving room to gointo the bathroom. At therevocation
hearing resulting from the new charges, Kennedy’s stepfather testified that
Kennedy followed T.M. from the bathroom into abedroom, where he grabbed
her by thehair and pulled her around. Kennedy’ s stepbrother called the police
and Kennedy wasarrested. Following hisarrest, T.M. left Kennedy’ sstepfather
anote asking him not to testify at therevocation hearing, stating, “ Pleasg, if you
could, don’t show up to court tomorrow. If you go to court heisgoing straight
tojail again.”

At therevocation hearing, T.M. (now Kennedy’sex-girlfriend) testified that
nothing happened in the bedroom and that she did not want Kennedy to be sent
to prison. AsKennedy reentered the courtroom after arecess, WATCH monitors
observed Kennedy laughing and dancing.

Judge Lucy Wid and ruled that evidence of disorderly conduct existed, but not
domestic assault. Sherevoked 90 days of Kennedy’s sentence with credit for
31 daysserved and no work release. Kennedy will bereleased on July 13 and
placed on active supervision until November 29, 2007. He must follow all
recommendationsof probation, including no sameor smilar offenses, random
urinalysis, chemical dependency treatment and after-care, and attendance at
support groups. Citing lack of evidence of domestic assault fromtherevocation
hearing, the county attorney’ soffice dropped the gross misdemeanor charges.

Volunteer appreciation

WATCH helditsannual volunteer gppreciation party inMay at the home of
WATCH founder Susan Lenfestey. It wasrainy outside, but beautiful insde
asWATCH honored itsdedi cated and hardworking group of court monitors.
Special congratul ationsto Michael Murtaugh, who received the WATCH
Volunteer of the Year award. Michael hasvolunteered at WATCH for the
past two years, and in accepting the award, spoke about his desire to
createamorefair and balanced criminal justice system. Also onhand was
Judge K athryn Quai ntance, who emphasi zed the need for apublic presence
inthe courtroom and the astounding contribution WATCH hasmadetowards
creatingamoreinformed public. Thanksto Susanfor opening her hometo
themany volunteers, both old and new, who wereabletojoin us.(’
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FROM EXEC.DIR. CONT’D.

continued from page 2

an ambulance ride to the hospital.
“Silly argumentsthat al of ushave
sometimes” don’t end up in the
emergency room. Acts of domestic
violence do. The public and all
members of the justice system need
to recognizethedifference, regardiess
of how thedefendant |looksand talks,
and whether or not hecries.]

Strangulation
legislation

Aswereportedin thelast issue of
the WATCH Post, the Minnesota
legislature recently passed abill
making domestic strangulation a
felony punishable by up to three
yearsin prisonand afineaf $5,000.
Thisbill isimportant because it
raisesthe public' sawarenessof the
lethality of strangulation, assstsin
the investigation of domestic
strangulations, and makesit more
likely that strangul ation caseswill
be charged asfeloniesrather than
misdemeanors.(’]

Welcome new volunteers

WATCH extendsawarm welcometo
the 14 new court monitors and three
summer internswho completedtraining
in June. Special thanks to WATCH
board member and Qwest senior
attorney Joan Peterson and to Dorian
Eder fromthe Battered Women'sLegd
Advocacy Project for their excellent
presentations. Thanks aswell to Jon
SwensonandVirginiaTisddeMiller for
serving onthevolunteer pand.[]
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CHRONOLOGY OF AN OFFENDER CONTINUED

continued from page 1
isolated from family and friends, and

made chemically dependent. After
numerousprobationviolations? Gallion
isnow serving prisontimein St. Cloud
for another case, and A is finaly,
according to court documents, in a
“SafePlace”

Casel: 2" degreeassault (felony),
terroristicthreats(felony)

4/1/97 Criminal complaint: On 3/7/
97, Galion stormedinto hisbrother’s
house, pulled agun from hispocket,
discharged it into the ceiling, and
threstened tokill everyoneinthehouse.
He pointed the gun at awoman and at
two 10-year-old boys, victims B and
C, who heclaimed had “messed with”
hisson. Heinjured theboysby pushing
their heads up against therefrigerator
andwadl andthreatened to“ shoot them”
if they did not apologize to his son.
Gdliondischarged hisguntwicemore
inanother room. A warrant wasissued
for his arrest and bail was set at
$25,000.

4/4/97 First appearance: Gallion
appeared before Judge Roland
Amundson, who ordered bal toremain
at $25,000 with the following
conditionsof release: no contact with
thevictimsandtheir home.

4/10/97 Bail hearing: Judge Franklin
Knoll reduced bail to $10,000 and
imposed the additional release

2 The arrest and detention orders for
probation violations in this chronology were
generated by the system after a new case was
charged. Hennepin County’s criminal justice
database, SIP, lists no arrest and detention
orders filed by his supervising probation
officer. Given Gallion’s failure to remain law
abiding, one wonders whether the other
conditions of probation were followed.
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conditions of twice weekly contact
withtheconditiona releaseunit (once
in person), no drugs or alcohol, and
random urinalysisand breathal yzer
tests. Gallion posted bail the next day.

4/30/97 Probable cause pretrial:
Gdllionpleaded not guilty before Judge
Peter Albrecht and demanded ajury
trid.

1/2/98 Criminal complaint
amended: Theterrorigticthreatscount
was amended to 2™ degree assaullt,
and two other counts of felony
terrorigtic threatswere added.

1/5/98-1/8/98 Jury trial: After
numerouscontinuances, ajury trial was
held before Judge Peter Lindberg.
Gadlionwasfound guilty of theassault
countsand not guilty of theterroristic
threats counts. SIP also states that
Gallion pleaded guilty to two counts
of thelesser misdemeanor charge of
5" degree assault instead of thetwo
2" degree assaullt counts.

2/23/98 Outcome: Judge Lindberg
sentenced Gallionto 180 daysat the
workhouse with 90 days stayed for
oneyear andwork releaseif eligible
for the two misdemeanor 5" degree
assault counts. Hewas ordered not to
engageinany sameor Smilar assaults
and to report to the workhouse the
followingday. SPligsMurney Heaney
as the prosecutor and Larry
Rappaport asthe defense attorney.

Case 2: 5" degree assault
(misdemeanor), disor der ly conduct
(misdemeanor)

6/29/00 St. Louis Park police
report: Gallion went to apark after
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receiving aphone call from hisson,
who wasarguing with two other boys,
victims D and E. He demanded to
know “who was beating on his son”
and was described by witnesses as
“agitated and aggressive.” Gallion
chased juvenile D to a nearby gas
station, but tripped and fell, allowing
D to escape. He then approached
juvenileE and punched himintheface,
injuring hismouith.

Case 3: 1% degree burglary
(felony), 2" degree assault
(felony) (two counts)

8/25/00 Criminal complaint: On 8/
6/00, awoman reported to police that
after repeatedly cdling her homeinthe
early morning hoursdemanding money
he claimed she owed him, Gallion
entered her homethrough an unlocked
door and went to the basement where
her juvenile son, victim F, and some
friendswere sleeping. He pointed a
handgun at F, struck himinthe head
withit,andsaid, “I’'mgoingtokill you
all.” Hestruck another womaninthe
head withthegun beforefiringitintoa
wall behind acouchwhereamanwas
seated. F ran upstairs to wake his
mother and her boyfriend, and the
latter managed to chase Gallion out of
the home. A warrant wasissued for
Gdlion'sarrest withbail st at $75,000
and the conditions of release no
contact with the victims, their
residences, or with witnesses, and no
weaponsviolations.

8/28/00 First appearance for Case
3: Gallion appeared before Judge
Knoll, who ordered bail to stand at
$75,000.

continued on page 5
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CHRONOLOGY OF AN OFFENDER CONTINUED

continued from page 4

9/5/00 Bail hearing for Case 3:
Judge Philip Bush ordered bail to
remainat $75,000 with theconditions
of rel ease changed to no contact with
thevictimsand nowegponsviolations.

9/22/00 Releasefor Case 3: Gallion
posted bail and wasrel eased.

9/25/00 Outcome for Case 2:
Gallion, who was never arrested for
this case, appeared pro se before
Judge Daniel Mabley and pleaded
guilty to the assault charge. The
disorderly conduct charge was
dismissed on a motion of the
prosecutor, Michael Colich. Gallion
was sentenced to 30 days in the
workhouse stayed for oneyear under
the conditions of no new assault or
assault-related charges.

11/6/00 Probable cause pretrial for
Case 3: Gallion pleaded not guilty
before Judge Lalune Lange and
demanded ajury trid.

1/23/01-1/25/01 Jury trial for Case
3: After several continuances, jury
selection occurred before JudgeKnall.

1/26/01 Plea for Case 3. Gallion
pleaded guilty to both assault counts
with the burglary charge to be
dismissed at sentencing. He was
ordered to have no contact with the
victimsand their residences pending
sentencing.

3/9/01 Outcome for Case 3: Judge
Knoll dismissed the burglary charge
and stayed the sentence of 72 months
inprisonfor theassault countsfor 10
yearsunder thefollowing conditions:
no contact with the victims, their
families, or their homes, servetwo
yearsat theworkhousewith nowork
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releasethefirst year and credit for 31
days, complete anger management, no
chemical use, undergo a chemical
dependency assessment and compl ete
treatment asrecommended, follow the
recommendationsof probation, random
breathalyzer and urinalysis, no useor
possess on of wegpons, and remainlaw-
abiding with no criminal activity or
charges. He told Gallion that if he
violated these conditions, hewould go
to prison, and gave him one week to
report to the workhouse. SIP lists
Marlene Senechd asthe prosecutor and
Rene Clemenson as the defense
attorney.

12/17/01 Sentence modified for Case
3. After serving less than one year,
Gallion’s sentence was modified by
Judge Knoll based onadefensemoation
to dlow two- tofour-hour job-seeking
furloughs and work release if his
probation officer verified that Gallion
had found ajab.

6/13/02 Release for Case 3: Gdlion

wasrel eased from theworkhouse.®

Case 4: 5"
(misdemeanor)

degree assault

10/8/02 Minneapolis police report:
Gdlion, whowaslivingwith hisbrother,
started afight over the phone service.

3 This earlier release date most likely reflects
credit for time served for this and other offenses
before conviction as well as “good time,”
whereby a third of an offender’s incarceration
period is typically shaved off for good behavior.
If Gallion had remained at the workhouse the
full two years of his sentence, one charged and
two uncharged 5" degree domestic assaults
would have been avoided.
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Hisbrother wasreading abook to his
11-year-old son, victim G, and refused
toargue. Galion threw hisnephew’s
computer tower, damaging it, grabbed
the book from the child, and pushed
himagaingt the bed. When hisbrother
stood up to protect hisson, Gallion
left thehouseand droveoff. Thiscase
was never charged.

Case 5: 5" degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

10/11/02 Minneapolispolicereport:
After hisbrother, victimH, kickedhim
out of the house, Gallion and hisson
assaulted him. Gallion scratched H's
right eyeand forehead and had hisson
throw hisuncletotheground and kick
him. Thepolicenoted that H was* very
uncooperative.” Thiscasewasnever
charged.

Case 6: 5" degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

1/12/03 Minneapolis policereport:
Police responded to a domestic
assaultinprogressat Galion'sand A's
apartment and met with A, who said
she was “tired of the beatings.” A
refused medicd trestment, but officers
noted bruiseson her wrists. Gallion’s
mother and 11-year-old son
witnessed the assault. Gallion was
arrested and bail was set at $1,200.

1/13/03 OQutcome: Judge Tanja
Kozicky Manrique dismissed the
charge on amotion of the prosecutor,
Kathy Rygh. Gdliondid not qudify for
a public defender, and SIP lists no
defenseattorney.

continued on page 6
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CHRONOLOGY OF AN OFFENDER CONTINUED

continued from page 5

Case 7: 5™ degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

3/15/03 Minneapolis police report:
Gdlionassaulted At their gpartment*
and was arrested with bail set at
$1,200.

3/17/03 Release: Gallion posted bail
and wasrel eased.

3/31/03 Outcome: Judge Mary
Steenson Dufresne dismissed the
charge on amotion of the prosecutor,
Jennifer Saunders, for insufficient
evidence. SIPlistsBarb Kehrberg as
thedefenseattorney.

Case 8: 5™ degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

4/24/03 Minneapolispolicereport:
Gallion kicked and hit A, who was
visiting him at the apartment they
formerly shared, leaving bruisesonher
legsand arms. Hewas arrested and
bail was set at $1,200.

4/25/03 Arraignment: Gallion
pleaded not guilty before Judge
Andrew Danielson and demanded a
speedy trial. He posted bail and was
released with the condition of no
contact with A.

4/25/03 Temporary harassment
restraining order: Gallion filed a
petition for a civil harassment
restraining order againgt Adlegingthat

*The public information reports that WATCH
obtained for uncharged cases often contained
only sketchy descriptions of the assaults.
Reports that are not available to the public
presumably are much more detailed and
descriptive.
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she frequently became violent and
threatening and damaged hisproperty.
Hecited twoingtanceswhen heclaimed
Afdsdy accused him of domesticabuse
and had him arrested. Inthefirst, on 3/
3/03, for which there is no record,
Gallion said Abecameangry withhim
when herefusedto give her money. She
called the police and reported that he
had hit her. When they went to court,
hesaid A admitted that shelied andthe
chargeswere dropped. In the second,
on 4/24/03, Gallion said that he asked
Ato leave hishome, but she refused.
When shedid go outside, heclosed and
locked the door. He said she yelled,
banged on the door, and threatened to
andeventudly didcdl thepolice. Findly,
he said that he has told A more than
oncethat hewants nothing to dowith
her, but she continuesto harass him.
Judge Harvey Ginsberg issued a
temporary harassment restraining order
and set ahearing for 5/2/03.

5/20/03 Harassment restraining
order hearing outcome: A failed to
appear, but Gallion did appear before
Referee Mary Lawson. Referee
Lawsonissued theorder commanding
Atoavoid harassng Gdlionandbarring
al contact withhim.,

6/23/03 Arrest and detention order
for Case 3: An arrest and detention
order was filed after Gallion was
charged with Case 8 and anew felony
1% degree aggravated robbery case.
Gallionwasin custody at thetime.

6/30/03 Outcome for Case 8: Judge
ReginaChu dismissed thechargeona
motion of the prosecutor, Mic Jurgens.
SIPligsDanid Homstad asthe defense
attorney.

9/8/03 Appearanceonthearrest and
detention order for Case 3: Judge
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Charles Porter, Jr., ordered that the
probationary sentence not berevoked
after Gallion pleaded guilty to alesser
charge of misdemeanor failure to
returnlost property intherobbery case
and was sentenced to 48 daysat the
workhousewith credit for 48 days.

Case 9: 5" degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

9/26/03 Minneapolis police report:
Gallion and A began to arguewhile
standing on a street corner. Gallion
started punching Ain the back of the
head with aclosed fist and took off in
hiscar after shefdl totheground. The
policenoted that Awas* evasive’ and
that “only partid information could be
retrieved at the time the report was
made.” This case was never
charged.

Case 10: 5" degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

11/12/03 Minneapolispolicereport:®
Gdlionwenttohisex-girlfriendvictim
I’s house uninvited, grabbed her,
shook her, and pushed her against a
wall. When herefusedtoleave, | tried
calling 911, but Gallion hung up the
phone. The 911 dispatcher called
back and spokewith |. Upon hearing
thisconversation, Gallionleft. Police
told | to get an order for protection
(OFP). This case was never
charged.

11/17/03 Temporary OFP: | filed a
petitionfor acivil OFPagaing Galion

* Details from I's subsequent petition for an
OFP have also been incorporated here.

continued on page 8
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THUMBS UP/THUMBS DOWN

Thumbs down to Jitters, a

Minneapolisbar, for sponsoring
a“Best Bitch Slap” contest on June
23. The ad in the City Pages
described the event as a “GLBT
SINGLES PRIDE PARTY,”
however PRIDE neither endorsed nor
gponsoredit. Usngsuchamisogynist,
derogatory terminthecontest’sname
was bad enough, but theideabehind
the contest—making dapping seem
trivial and funny—wasevenworse.
It'sdoubtful that the 30% of GLBT
community members who have
experienced domestic violencewould
find this*“ contest” funny, nor does
WATCH.

‘ Thumbs up to the Hennepin

County Family Violence
Coordinating Council and its Civil
Committeefor providing important
new information to OFP petitioners
and respondents. Beginning this
August, themonitored waiting rooms
in the Family Justice Center will
contain audio presentations (on
compeact disc) andwritteninformation
explaining the OFP process. The
information, drafted by Judge Tanja
Kozicky Manrique, will beavailable
in Spanish, Hmong, L aotian, Somali,
and Oromo.

Inaddition, community organizations
will have the opportunity to place
brochuresdescribing their servicesin
information kiosksto beplacedinthe
waitingrooms.

‘Thumbs up to the United

Kingdom’s Equal Opportunities
Commission for leadership in
addressing sexua harassment inthe
country’s armed forces. The
commission found that onein five
female Navy personnd, oneineight
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Army personnel and nearly onein 10
Royal Air Force personnel have been
subject to sexua harassment.

To fend off massive, unprecedented
legal action under the Sex
Discrimination Act, the Ministry of
Defense has been forced to sign an
agreement withthecommissiontoteke
actionontheissue, including insuring
complaint procedures are fair and
confidential, and providingsexual
harassment educationsessions for
armed services personnel.

ThumbsdowntotheU.S. Supreme

Court for ruling that Jessica
Gonzalescannot suethetown of Castle
Rock, Colorado, for failing to enforce
aprotectiveorder against her estranged
husband, Simon Gonzales. Colorado’'s
mandatory arrest law requirespoliceto
use “every reasonable means” to
enforceregrainingorderslike JJessicas.
When Simon kidnapped her three
daughtersfromtheir yardat 5p.m., she
reported them missing to authorities.
After learning that Smon hadthegirls,
shecdled paliceback numeroustimes,
but was repeatedly told to “ call back
later.” Shortly after 3am., Smonpulled
into thelocal police station and began
firingagun; policeresponded by firing
back and killing him. Policefound the
threegirlsshot dead at Simon’shands
inddehisvehicle.

Justice John Paul Stevens (joined by
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg) argued
inhisdissent that, “the crucia pointis
that, under the statute, the policewere
required to provide enforcement; they
lacked the discretion to do nothing.”
Whilewomen areendlesdy judged and
held in suspicion for not doing enough
to protect their childrenand themsdves,

whowill hold the staterespongiblefor
failing to do so? Not, it appears, the
U.S. Supreme Court.

q Thumbs down to the Hennepin
County judgewho, whenissuing
amutud order for protection, wrotein
all seriousness, “Unfortunately, the
parties have two minor children...”
Wouldn't it be more fitting to view
domesticviolenceintherdationshipas
unfortunaterather than the children?

‘ Thumbs up to Association

Demetrain Burgas, Bulgaria, and
Watch NJin Middlesex County, New
Jersey. Both organization’srecently
started court monitoring projectsin
their jurisdictions, usngWATCH asthe
model. WATCH traveled to Bulgaria
last year to assist intraining monitors
there, and a liaison from the New
Jersey program has attended the
WATCH training and is a volunteer
here. Both organizationsbring apublic
presenceto the courts, using signature
clipboards—redin Bulgariaand blue
inNew Jersey. We re proud our work
has contributed to new monitoring
projects across the globe and
congratul ate this new wave of court
monitorsfor their determination and
courage.(’

Congratulations

On April 14, Jacquelyn Hauser,
founding executive director of
WATCH, received an award from
the Ann Bancroft Foundation for
her pioneering work using court
monitoring to hold the criminal
justice system accountable when
responding to cases of violence
against women and children.(’)
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CHRONOLOGY OF AN OFFENDER CONTINUED

continued from page 6

based ontheassault from 11/12/03 and
repeated phone calls in which he
threatened to “get his daughter,”®
stating, “1’m not afraid to go back to
prison. If | do, somebody will be
gone.” Judge Francis Connolly issued
atemporary OFP and set ahearing for
11/24/03.

11/24/03 OFP hearing outcome: |
and Gallion appeared before Referee
Susan Fallek-Rogers. Gallion denied
the alegations in the petition, but
agreed to the order barring any actsof
domestic abuseagaingt | aswell asall
contact.

Case 11: 5" degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor), 5" degree
assault-harm (misdemeanor), 5"
degree assault-fear
(misdemeanor), and disorderly
conduct (misdemeanor)

11/9/04 Minneapolis police report:
Gadlion punched Aon her legs, leaving
bruises, and hit her twicein the head
withabeer bottleat their gpartment. A
refused medical treetiment. Gallionwas
arrested and bail was set at $1,200.
Theareding officersnoted that Galion
was listed in the domestic assault
enhancement book at the Hennepin
County Jail.

11/10/04 Arraignment: Gallion
posted bail and was out of custody
when he appeared before Judge
Marilyn Brown Rosenbaum. Judge
Rosenbaum continued thearraignment
hearing to the afternoon for the arrest
and detention order from Case 3to

¢ | and Gallion have two children together,
according to the previous police report.
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beissued withthe conditionsof release
no contact with A. Gallion failed to
appear inthe afternoon, forfeiting his
$1,200, and a bench warrant was
issued for hisarrest. Bail wasordered
at $5,999.

11/15/04 Appearance on a bench
warrant: Gallion pleaded not guilty
before Judge Rosenbaum and
demanded ajury trid. Theadditional
conditionsof releasewereto makeall
court appearancesand toremain law
abiding.

11/30/04 Plea: Gallion pleaded guilty
to the disorderly conduct charge
before Judge Mabley, who dismissed
the other charges on amotion of the
prosecutor and ordered a pre-
sentenceinvestigation.

12/14/04 Outcome: Judge Diana
Eagon sentenced Gallion to 90 days
at the workhouse with credit for 22
daysand 68 days stayed for oneyear
under the following conditions: no
contact with A, no non-prescribed
chemica usewithrandomurinalysis,
no assaullt, interferencewitha911 cdl,
disorderly conduct, or sameor smilar
charges, and no OFP or weapons
violations.” SIPligsKathy Ryghasthe
prosecutor and Rene Clemenson as
thedefenseattorney. JudgeEagonaso
continued Gdlion’sprobationfor Case
3 after he admitted violating it,
providing he serve 22 days at the
workhousewith credit for 22 days.

Case 12: 5™ degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

7 Neither domestic abuse counseling nor the
condition “follow the recommendations of
probation,” which would allow the supervising
probation officer to order domestic abuse
counseling, was ordered.
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1/5/05 Minneapolis police report:
Gallion assaulted A, who refused
medical treatment. This case was
never charged.

Case 13: 5" degree domestic
assault (misdemeanor)

1/7/05 Minneapolis police report:
Galion, who had just gotten out of jail
for the 1/5/05 assault, saw Awalking
downthestreet. Hedragged her across
the ground by her coat and began
banging the back of her head into the
ground. Hethen pulled off her jacket
and went back to their apartment. A
told policethat ano contact order was
in place and that Gallion was on
probationfor previousassaults. Police
could not find the no contact order on
the computer.? A refused medical
treatment, although police noted a
small mark over her right eye. This
case was never charged.

Case14: Violation of an order for
pr otection-enhanced (felony)

1/23/05 Minneapolispolicereport:®
Gallion cameto A’sapartment, from
which Athought he had been excluded
by an OFRP* around 1 a.m., accused
her of cheating on him, grabbed her

® No contact order information is not available
to officers on the street, essentially making
these orders unenforceable.

? Details from the criminal complaint and A’s
subsequent petition for an OFP have also been
incorporated here, although each document
varied somewhat in the facts and sequence of
events.

' No record exists of this OFP. It could be
that A was referring to a no contact order
from Gallion’s sentence for Case I1.

continued on page 9
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CHRONOLOGY OF AN OFFENDER CONTINUED

continued from page 8
by theface, threw her to the ground,

andtriedto smother her withhishands.
She said that he attempted thison a
daily basisand had been arrested for
itinthepast. Shewasabletocal the
police, and Gallion ran out of the
gpartment. A barricaded thefront door,
but Gallionreturned and kicked it in.
A called 911, even though Gallion
threatenedtokill her if shedid, andhe
ran out of the apartment. Gallionwas
arrested, and bail was set at $30,000,
which waslater changed to $75,000
with no contact with A.

1/24/05 Arrest and detention order s:
Arrest and detention orderswerefiled
for Cases3and 11 after Gallionfailed
to obey the no contact order and was
charged with Case 14.

1/25/05 Temporary OFP: A filed a
petition for an OFP against Gallion
based on the assault from 1/23/05.
Judge Patricia Belois issued a
temporary OFP and set ahearing for
2/1/05.

1/26/05 First appearance for Case
14: Gallion appeared before Judge
Bruce Peterson and was appointed a
public defender.

2/1/05 OFP outcome: Referee Judy
Mack vacated A's temporary OFP
againg Gallionwhen both partiesfailed
to appear for the hearing.

2/17/05 Temporary OFP: A filed
another petition for an OFP against
Gallion based on the assault from 1/
23/05. Judge Belois issued a
temporary OFP and set ahearing for
2/25/05.

2/25/05 OFP outcome: A,
represented by Kimberly Weinacht,
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and Gallion appeared before Referee
Mark Labine. Gallion denied the
allegationsin the petition, but agreed
to the order barring any acts of
domestic abuse against A and all
contact.

3/1/05 Probable cause pretrial for
Case 14: Gallion pleaded not guilty
before Judge Beryl Nord and
demanded aspeedy jury trial.

4/25/05 Criminal complaint
amended for Case 14: The enhanced
violation of an OFP charge was
amended tofd ony fa seimprisonment,
and afelony terroristic threatscharge
was added.

4/27/05 Outcomefor Case 14: Judge
Kevin Burke dismissed the charges.
SIP lists Beverly Benson as the
prosecutor and Rene Clemenson as
thedefenseattorney.

4/27/05 Revocation hearing for
Case 11: Judge Burke revoked
Gadllion’sprobation and sentenced him
to 68 dayswith credit for 68 days.

4/28/05 & 5/2/05 Revocation
hearing for Case 3: Judge Burke
heard testimony and asked the parties
toreturnfor hisruling.

5/18/05 Revocation hearing
outcome for Case 3. Judge Burke
revoked Gallion’s probation and
ordered hissentenceof 72 monthsin
prison to be executed with credit for
674 daysand nowork release.

The system can and must do moreto
stop violent offenders like Gallion.
Domestic abuse suspects who are
“goneonarrival” must bevigoroudy
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pursued by policeand arrested within
the 12 hoursalowed. Squad carsmust
be equipped with camerasto record
domesticabusevictims' injuriesat the
time of the assault aswell as several
days later, when bruises are more
noticeable. Training in detecting and
recording the more subtle signs of
suffocation (and strangul ation) must
also be required for these first
responders. Police on the street must
have access to databases with no
contact information, and violations of
no contact orders must not be
overlooked. Prosecutions must
proceed even when a victim is not
willing or able to cooperate, and
dismissing or reducing chargesshould
be strenuously avoided. Successful
completion of domestic abuse
counseling should dwaysbeapart of
the sentence. Finally, probation
oversight should be keen and judges
consequencessevereif an offenderis
charged, not just convicted, of any
subsequent domestic assaullts.

Thank you to the Minneapolis Police
Department Records Division for
their assistance in gathering
information for this chronology.[]
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CASE SUMMARIES WHAT MONITORS WATCH FOR

Henry James Richardson

Richardson was charged with felony
2 degree assaullt, felony terroristic
threats, and felony prohibited person
inpossession of afirearmfor anarmed
assault on his wife and 12-year-old
stepdaughter. At thetime, Richardson
wason probation for a2001 felony 3¢
degreeassault and a2003 felony DWI.
Despite 16 yearsof criminal offenses,
including countlessmisdemeanorsand
four feloniesinvolving drugs, acohal,
or domestic violence, Richardson has
never received Sgnificant timein prison.
DespiteRichardson'sguilty plea, daims
that he has changed hislife, and his
persistent requestsfor probationrather
than prison, Judge Jack Nordby
sentenced him to 60 monthsin prison.
Elizabeth Cutter was the prosecutor
(filling in for Krista Bettinger), and
Elizabeth Hughes was the defense
attorney.

Wade James Bove

Bove was charged with afelony for
depriving hiswifeof parental rightsby
taking their son to Jamaica from
September 2003 until May 2004, when
he was arrested. Bove remained in
custody until late November 2004, as
he was unable to make bail. On
November 23, he was conditionally
released to properly prepare for the
tria, which hewashandling pro se. At
thetrid’ sconcluson, thejury found him
guilty. Judge John Holahan delayed
imposing hissentencefor threeyears,
placing himon probationinstead. His
probationary conditions include no
contact with hiswife or son and 180
daysintheworkhousewith 180 days
credit. Charles Salter was the
prosecutor.

continued on page 11
WATCH Post

New court monitors frequently ask
what sort of things they should be
watching for at court proceedings. In
a busy courtroom with a packed
gdlery and afull calendar to monitor
it can bedifficult tofocusonjust one
piece of the process. Through our
training program we help monitors
understandthecrimind justiceprocess
as well as the nuances of the court
system so that they can provide
accurateand ingghtful informationon
theappearancesthey observe. Below
wehave provided an overview of the
thingswe ask volunteersto take note
of whenmonitoringthecrimind justice
System.

Generdly spesking, WATCH monitors
both the process and substance of
court proceedings. For example, in
monitoring the process of courtroom
proceedings we note actual and
scheduled start times, conduct, and
audibility of proceedings. These
factorsweigh heavily onthepublic’'s
ability tohavemeaningful accesstothe
justicesystem. They dso contributeor
take away from public trust in the
proceedings. Thefollowing questions
addressthese processissues:

Doesthe appearance start on time?
If not, doesthejudgeexplainwhy itis
late?

How do the participants conduct
themselves in the courtroom, both
during and in between hearings?

Can you hear and understand what
thejudgeand attorneysare saying?

Doesthejudge explain what isabout
totranspire?
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Arediscussionsheld, or decisonsmade,
inchambersthat should be public?

If you arewaiting inthe courtroom, does
anyone question who you are or what
you' rewaiting for?

Arechildreninthecourtroom?If so, how
aretheir needs addressed?

Isthevictim left Sitting for long periods
of time with the defendant in the
courtroom?

Isthereavictim advocate present?

Areinterpretersneeded? If so, arethey
reedily available?

Is a sentencing held in the middle of
another caendar, e.g. felony arraignment
or drug court?If so, what isthe effect?

In monitoring the substance of the court
proceedingswe pay particular attention
to offender accountability and publicand
victim safety. Thefollowing questions
pertain to theseissues of substance:

Doesthejudgere easethedefendant into
the community between thetimeof his
convictionor pleaand thetimethat heis
to be sentenced?

How muchtimehaspassed sincethelast
courtroom appearancein thiscase?

Does the judge hear or refer to victim
impact statements at sentencing? Does
thejudge acknowledgethevictim’'spain
and/or thank her/him for coming
forward?

Does the judge alow the defendant’s
friendsand family membersto speak at
sentencing?

continued on page 11
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VOLUNTEER NOTES

~ Therespondent in oneorder for
protection (OFP) caselivesinAnoka
County and had not been served with
anoticeto appear for thehearing. The
petitioner was not sure how to get a
hold of him. Thejudge commented on
how the lack of communication
between countiesisoften aproblem.

~ A woman came in seeking a
dismissal of her OFP. The judge
granted thedismissal and said, “Hope
hedoes'tkill youtomorrow.”

~ According tothecity attorney, the
most one can make to qualify for a
public defender is $6.50/ hour if
working full time. About athird of the
defendantsin domestic violence court
today didn’t qualify, though | can’t
imagine they could afford to hire
attorneysonther limited saaries.

~ Thejudgeinfamily court today did
not explain the OFP terms or the
consequencesof violating them.

~ Thejudgeat the OFP hearing ruled
that the incidents described in the
petition did not meet the criteriafor
domedticassaullt. | findit odd that being
told, “You deserve to be shot in the
head’ and achild having repeated facid
bruising did not qualify asdomestic
abuse. [sn’tit better toerr ontheside
of protection?

~ Therewasaloud ringing sound—-
possibly fromthelightsor something
electronic— indomesticviolencecourt
today. Thenoisewassoloud | hadto
cover my ears, but no onedid anything
about it. Also, thelawyersdid not turn
ontheir microphones, so| could hardly
hear anything over thenoise.
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Z At his sentencing for domestic
assault, whichtook placeindrug court,
thedefendant stated, “1’ velearned my
lesson two or threetimes now. | just
gottalearn how to control my temper.”
I’mnot sureif thevictim was present,
but it wasnoisy and chaotic—ahorrible
environment for sentencing arepeat
abuser!

Z Infelony arraignment court, a19-
year-oldin custody wasleaning through
the glass partition throughout his
hearing trying to get the phone number
of awoman in the courtroom.(’]

SUMMARIES CONT’D.

continued from page 10

Javaughnta Lee Robinson

Robinson pleaded guilty tofelony 1
degree criminal sexual conduct for
raping hiswifein January 2005. The
assault, which occurred shortly after
the birth of the couple’sthird child,
involved forced sexua penetrationand
left the victim with bruisesand cuts.
Judge Beryl Nord noted in her
downward dispositional departure
fromsentencingguiddinesthevictim’'s
strong preference that the defendant
not be sent to prison. She ordered a
stay of imposition of 144 monthsiif
Robinson successfully completesfive
yearsof probation. Robinsonwasgiven
180 days in the workhouse and
probationary conditionsthat include
sex offender treatment, registration as
asex offender, no alcohol/drugs, and
no contact with his children or the
victim. Successful completion of these
conditions will drop the chargeto a
misdemeanor. Elizabeth Cutter wasthe
prosecutor and Elizabeth Fowldswas
thedefenseattorney.(’

I

MONITORS CONT’D.

continued from page 10

Does the judge make a strong
statement to the defendant at
sentencing?

Doesthejudgeexplainthereasonsfor
decisons?

Doesthe judge refer to information
about the pre-sentence investigation
and thedefendant’scrimind history?

What are the consequences for a
defendant who has violated the
conditionsof probation?

In addition to the aboveinformation,
WATCH asks volunteers to note
anything that strikesthem asunusual
orout of linesuchas:

Treatment of defendants, witnesses,

andvictimsby atorneys, judges, parole
officers, advocates, and deputies.

Theactionsof jury membersand how
they arehandled.

Discriminatory statementsor actions
that occur during court proceedings.

If someone approaches a court
monitor, what commentsor questions
aredirectedto WATCH?

Itisour goal that by monitoring both
the substance and process of the
criminal justicesystem we contribute
toitbeingfully accessbletothepublic,
holding perpetrators of violence
accountable, and providing safety for
crimevictims.(J
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608 Second Ave South #465
Minneapolis, MN 55402
(612) 341-2747

E-MAIL: watch@watchmn.org
WEB: www.watchmn.org

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
Marna Anderson

STAFF:

Dawn Dougherty, Court Monitoring
Coordinator

Shahidah Maayif, Administrative Assistant
Donna McNamara, Communications Director

FOUNDER: BOARD CHAIR:
Susan Lenfestey  Sara Mushlitz

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Karin Birkeland, Lois Bishop, Lisa Denzer,
Liliana Espondaburu, Tom Fourre, Diana
Harvey, Jacquelyn Hauser, Susan L enfestey,
David Lucas, Joan C. Peterson, Peggy
Pluimer, Glenda Dewberry Rooney, Romaine
Scharlemann, Cindie Smart, Shelley Carthen
Watson

GOLD WATCH

On April 28, WATCH honored
University of Minnesota professor
Beverly Balos with its 2005 Sheila
Wellstone Gold WATCH award.
Professor Bal osparticipated indrafting
Minnesota sDomesticAbuseAct, one
of thefirgt such gatutesinthecountry.
Her extensive academic and
community work are centered on
andyzinganddeve oping effectivelegd
remedies for addressing violence
against women.

Presenting the award, WATCH
executivedirector MarnaAnderson
sad, “ Bev’'scommunity involvement
and legdl expertisshaveledto greater

legal protections for victims of
domesticviolenceincivil and crimind
courts. She never loses sight of her
goal—to create a legal system that
works for battered women, a legal
system that is focused on safety for
women and children and freedomfrom
domesticviolence”

The SheilaWellstone Gold WATCH
award isgiven annually to recognize
leadership on behalf of women and
children who are victims of sexual
assault, domestic abuse, or child
abuse.[’
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

WATCH is recruiting interns and
volunteers for the next training,
scheduled for Tuesday, September 27,
and Thursday, September 29, from 6
to 9 p.m. Volunteer court monitors
commit tomonitoring onedaytimeshift
per month at the Hennepin County
courts. Morning shiftsarefrom 8:30-
12pm and afternoon shiftsare 1:30-
4:30pm.

Visit the WATCH website at
www.watchmn.org/volunteer for more
information or tofill out avolunteer/
intern application.

Openingsarelimited andfill upquickly,
30 pleasesend your gpplicationinearly
if youareinterested.[)

Thank you to Rebecca Kutty for editing and Val Liesfor layout of WATCH Post.
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