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EVERYBODY'’S ENTITLED TO MY OPINION

Danger to the public in more ways than one

By Susan Lenfestey

Thenew year should beginwith hope
and light andimagination of good things
tocome. Thisonebegins, instead, with
the most desolate of scenarios—the
massive death, destruction, and
suffering found inthereceding waters
of thetsunami, whose mercilesswake
extendsfromMalaysato Tanzania.

Whilemourningthesestaggeringlosses,
most of us aso distance ourselves,
enduring only the digital images of
ravaged coastlinesand countries.

But even at hometherewasdeath and
suffering that should not beignored.
TheMinnesotaCoadlitionfor Battered
Women'’ s stati stics show that in 2004
at least 13women weremurderedin
caseswherethe suspected, aleged, or
convicted perpetrator wasacurrent or
former husband or intimate partner, or
family or household member. Atleast
sevenchildrenweremurderedinamilar
circumgances. Andanadditiond three
friendsor family memberswerealso
murdered indomestic violencerdated
incidents. AccordingtotheMinnesota
Panning Department domesticviolence
victimsaccount for over 25 percent of
al violent crimevictimsin Minnesota.

The oft-heard refrain in domestic
violencecourtis, “He' snot adanger
tothepublic,” indicating abelief that
aslongasthevictimisthedefendant’s

wifeor girlfriend and heisordered to
stay away from her, thepublicisnotin
harm’sway. To believethis, of course,
requiresaperilouslegp of faith. Police
officerswould bethefirst totell you
that domedtic cdlsareamong their most
dangerous, and abatterer’srageand
fury often spillsover to afflict family
members, friends, and even strangers.

In May 2004, Diane Levy was
stabbed and killed by her husband,
Frank Levy, who stabbed her 15-year-
old daughter and another family
member who tried to intervene.
Thankfully, they survived.

In September 2004, Casandra
Current was also stabbed to death
along with her mother and step-
grandfather, allegedly by her ex-
boyfriend, Bryant Jones. The week
before, Current fled her home after
being beaten and raped by Jones. She
and her mother obtained an order for
protection against himthe day before
they weremurdered. Shehad doneall
she could to stop the abuse.

And in November 2004, Chai Soua
Vang, dlegedly insulted and threatened
by a group of other deer hunters,
responded by shooting six of them.

The one thing these men had in
common was earlier incidents of
domestic violence. Though Vang was

continued on page 3

WHAT’S NEW

Warm welcomes

WATCH givesabigwe cometo Dawn
Dougherty, our new volunteer
coordinator. Dawn moved to
Minnesotain May 2004 from Boston,
M assachusetts, where sherecruited
andtrained sexud assault and domestic
violenceadvocates. In additiontothe
education and training she hasdone
to end violenceagainst women, Dawn
isayoga instructor. Next time you
comeinto the WATCH office, make
suretowelcomeher.

Joan C. Peterson joined the
WATCH board in November. Joanis
asenior gaff attorney for Qwest. She
isaformer Minnegpoliscity attorney,
who worked courageously to
prosecutedomestic violencecases. In
2002, WATCH recognized her
contributionstoimproving domestic
violence prosecution with a Gold
WATCH award. Joan will lend her
considerable expertiseto assist with
program planning.

continued on page 10
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Beyond our borders

By MarnaAnderson

The 16-year oldrgpevictim sat outside
the courtroom with her mother and
severa srangerswaitingfor thelr cases
to be called when the clerk announced
inaloudvoice, “ Therape caseisabout
to begin. If you're here for the rape
case, please comeforward.” It's not
difficult toimagine how embarrassed
theyoung girl and her mother felt as
they madetheir way to the courtroom
amidst the stares.

Thishappenedthispastyear inBulgaria
It wasjust one of many incidentsthat
reinforced theneed to start monitoring
the courtsand to start educating court
personnel on violenceagainst women.
Bulgarian women’sgroups, with the
ass stance of MinnesotaAdvocatesfor
Human Rights, are rising to the
chalenge. For ten years, they have
been documenting suchincidentsand
organizing to end violence against
womeninther society.

At theinvitation of Cheryl Thomas,
director of theWWomen’sHuman Rights
Program of MinnesotaAdvocatesand
former executivedirector of WATCH,
WATCH participated in its first
international training on court
monitoring. | traveled with Judge
Kathryn Quaintancetothecity of Sofia,
Bulgaria where Cheryl, Judge
Quaintance, and | spent threedayswith
the in-country organizers and
volunteersplanning and discussing how
to implement a 10-month court
monitoring project infour jurisdictions
throughout the country. Funded by the
Open Society Institute of Sofia, the
project’s goals are to use court
monitoring to provide safety for
women, to hold offendersaccountable,
and to promote transparent courts as
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part of ahealthy democracy. Pushing
to create a system where victims of
domestic violence and sexual assault
aretreated with dignity and giventhe
support needed to pursuejustice can
put an end to situationslikethe one
described above.

Since WAT CH’s beginnings, board
members, volunteers, and staff have
discussed expanding WATCH beyond
Hennepin County. Bulgaria, however,
never seemed in the realm of
possibility! In 2001, WATCH
developed and marketed How to
Sart A Court Monitoring Program.
The manua hassoldto 37 statesand
fivecountries, and wereceivecalls
and emails regularly from groups
around the country interested in
starting acourt monitoring project or
organization. WATCH provides
technical assistanceand training on
court monitoring to many groupseach
year.

We have realized from our
conversations that hundreds of
individuals, especially women, are
seeking waysto improvethejustice
systemintheir communities. They are
dedicated to creating a system that
worksfor everyone—not just afew.
Asour project in greater Minnesota
shows, holding systemsaccountable
looks different in each jurisdiction
depending ontheloca beliefs, socia
network, and particular (or peculiar!)
members of the justice system.
WATCH hasbeen the clearinghouse
for court monitoring for 12 years, and
we maintain contact with other court
monitoring organizations through
newd ettersand conferences. Withthe
support of the Philips Family
Foundation, wewill be contacting all

the programsthat have purchased our
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start up manual to find out more about
their local court monitoring effortsand
to explore other waysWATCH can be
of assistance.

It is with thisin mind that WATCH
begins2005. Inaddition to conducting
daily monitoring in Hennepin County,
wearelooking to expand our national
presence, to see how our dozen years
of monitoringin Hennepin County can
improvethejustice syslemfor women
throughout Minnesota, the United
States, and, yes, other parts of the
world. It isan exciting timeto be part
of WATCH. | inviteyoutogetinvolved
and become acourt monitor or donor
toWATCH. Indoing so, youwill join
hundredsof othersbeyond our borders
determined to prevent violenceagaingt
women through meaningful systems
change.()

Domesticabuselaw in Bulgaria

When Minnesota Advocates for
Human Rightsconducteditsfirgt sudy
of domestic violencein Bulgariain
1996, it found that domestic violence
wasaseriousand pervasive problem
not being addressed by the Bulgarian
government. The Bulgaria Gender
Research Foundation, based in Sofia,
has been working closely with
MinnesotaAdvocatesto changethat.
Since 1994, Minnesota Advocates
has|ed eight del egationsto support
Bulgarian women’sorganizationsin
their advocacy efforts. Now pending
in Bulgaria's parliament is a bill
creatingacivil order for protection law
modeled after Minnesotal sdomestic
abuse statute. For moreinformation
about thisimportant legidation, goto
www.mnadvocates.org and click on
Women'sProgram.(’)
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EVERYBODY'’S ENTITLED TO MY OPINION, CONTINUED

continued from page 1

never charged with domestic assaullt,
a December 6 Star Tribune article
describes an incident on Christmas
Eve 2001, when policeresponded to
a911 cdl. Vangtold police hewaved
ahandgun and threatened to kill his
wife during an argument about their
impending breakup. Though Vang
spent Christmas in jail, no charges
were filed. Would he have been
deemed a“ danger to thepublic” and
charged if he had threatened to kill
someoneelsewithagun?

Somehow, wearefailingto takethese
early acts of violence asthe serious
warning sgnasthey are.

Perhaps it’s because on some level
domesticviolenceisdtill consdereda
“private’ crime. Perhapsit'sduetothe
myth that the violenceisfocused on
only onevictim, andif shechangesher
behavior, so will he. Perhaps it's
because domestic violence is till
referred to asa*“ domestic dispute,”
asif both victim and batterer havea
roleintheviolence,

In some cases, it’sbecause of alethal
lack of communication between
individuasand departmentswithinthe
justicesystem. And sometimes, it's
smply every judge sand prosecutor’s
nightmare—adecison madewiththe
best information to takeachanceon
an apparently remorseful and
salvageabledefendant.

For anumber of reasons, wearefailing
to hold these of fendersaccountablein
ameaningful way, andthepain of the
consequencesisspread well beyond
onevictimor onefamily.

Jennette Turner, a friend of our
executive director (and elementary
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school classmate of my eldest
daughter) knows something of that
pain. Her father, John R. Turner, a
well-known antique rug dealer who
livedin Minneapolis, waskilled on
Christmasday in 1999, protecting a
tenant from her estranged husband.
Jennette’s younger sister found his
lifelessbody onwhat should havebeen
aday of joy and celebration.

Knowing of the husband’s previous
history of abuse, Turner refused to
givehimakey to her apartment when
he cameto Turner’ shouse asking for
itat 2:30am. on Chrissmasmorning.
For that refusal, Robert Taylor beat
him to death with ametal dye stamp.
After onemigtria dueto adeadl ocked
jury, asecondtrid washeldand Taylor
wasfound guilty and sentencedtolife
in prison. He, too, had previous
encounterswith thelaw and had been
convicted of second degree criminal
sexua conduct in 1986, and fifth
degree assault in 1987 and 1990.

Jennette’ sanguishisreflectedin her
victimimpact statement, part of which
isreprinted herewith her permission.
“Thefact that hisdeath wasviolent
makesthehurtworse. | hateitthat his
last momentswereangry. I’ mterrified
that hesuffered. My body oftenfeels
likel’mgoingtoimplode, that thepain
| fed issogreat it will kill me, too. My
heart hurtsdl thetime. | missmy dad
physcaly—I wanttotouchhim, smdll
him. | want to seehishands. | want to
watchhimworkinginhisshop. | want
tohear hisvoice And| can't. It'shard
for metobdievethis. | try towill him
back. | bargain with God to giveme
fivemoreminuteswithhimsol can
tell him how much | lovehimonelast
time, so | can say goodbye. | never
got to say goodbye.”
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We can and should send money and
prayersto those suffering on the far
sideof theworld.

But we need to do far more here at
home, too. Criticslament that therewas
no tsunami warning to alert those on
the coastal areas of the approaching
wall of water. A batterer’s early and
repeated criminal charges are that
warning in the tsunami of domestic
violence, and how thecriminal justice
systemrespondsisamatter of lifeand
death, at least inmy opinion.()

VOLUNTEER NOTES

~ Beforeaprobable cause hearing
dlegingterroristicthreatsand felony
chargesof violating an order for
protection, two attorneysread aloud
linesof aletter the defendant sent to
thevictim. Oneattorney called aline
“poetic” andjoked about it. Theletter
contained terroristic threats, some of
which wereread withamocking

tone.

~ The sentencing hearing for a
defendant convicted of false
imprisonment wasscheduled for 9am.,
but neither the defendant, judge nor
prosecuting attorney wason time. At
9:30am., the prosecutor called to say
hewasgetting aflushot, and thehearing
wasrescheduled for thefollowing week.
Thedefendant would be out of custody
for another week before he was
sentenced to prison.

2 | thought that the most interesting
aspect of today’s monitoring wasthe
jury selection process. The defendant
is black, unlike any of the potential
jurors. What doesthissay about one's
righttoa“jury of one'speers’?

continued on page 10
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THANKYOU TO OUR 2004 SUPPORTERS

Anonymous (11)

EllenA. Abbott

Vickieand Bruce Abrahamson

Susan Allen Toth & James Stageberg

CynthiaAlper

Eleanor and EImer Andersen*

MarnaAnderson & Jim Morgan

Sally and Peter Anson

Gordon and Joyce Asselstine

Marthaand Bruce Atwater Fund of
The Minneapolis Foundation

Karen Bachman

Judy Baker

B.Balos& M. L. Fellows

Terry Barczak

CarlaBender & Kim Garretson

Sue and David Bennett Family Fund
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Karin Birkeland & LeeMitau

L ois and Jonathan Bishop

Mary A. Bond

Susan Boren

Gene Borgidain memory of Anne
Borgida

Kathleen Bower

Margee and Will Bracken

Michele Braley

SueBrambilla

Beatrice J. Braun

AvivaBreen

Ellen and Jan Breyer

David Broesder & Barbara
Preston-Broesder

Bill and Jean Brooks

Mark Bruggeman

Ron Byrnes

Pete Cahill

Uri and MelissaCamarena

Bill and Connie Cameron

Rich and Ann Cammack

Jeni Carino

VaerieCar

Phil Carruthers

Shelley Carthen Watson

Betti Clark

David Clark & Annick Deligny

Beth Clark

Susan Legender Clarke, D.C.

Wendy and David Coggins

Anne Collins

Leah Colvin-Roy

Janet Conn

Julie Corty & Richard Erickson

Marguerite Cowles

Sage and John Cowles

Vicki and David Cox

Ginny and Will Craig

JanisCram
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Gerri Crane

John and Laura Crosby

Stephanie Crosby

Liz Cutter

Susan Czapiewski & Kevin Sundquist

Bunny and Richard D’ Amico

Meg and Steve Davidson

Fran Davis

Judy Dayton

Mary Lee Dayton

David and Vanessa Dayton

Karen Dekro

Connie J. and Donna Denzer in honor
of Lisaand Pat Denzer

Lisaand Pat Denzer

Sara and Jock Donaldson

Joe Dowling & Siobhan Cleary

Jeffrey Edleson & Sudha Shetty

BarbaraEdstrom

Phillip Edwardson

Molly Eichten & Dean Karau

KarlaEkdahl & Peter Hutchinson

Suzanneand Jim Elwell

M. Liliana Espondaburu

Mary Everson

Anneand Charlie Ferrell

Marlene R. Fisher

MichelleFitzgerald

Barbaraand Jimmy Fogel

BarbaraForster & Larry Hendrickson

Wood Foster, Jr. & Jane Severns

Tom Fourre

Barbaraand Ron Fraboni

Patricia\Weaver Francisco

Richard S. and Brigitte E. Frase

Arvonne and Don Fraser

Jeannie Gardner

Tom Gegax & Mary Wescott

Joan Gendreau

Bud Goldberg

Mace Goldfarb

Susie & Hal Goldstein

LisaGoodman

Susan Gray & Paul Waytz

Carol Gustafson

Roger Hale& Nor Hall

Nancy Halverson

Jule and Betsy Hannaford

Kathryn and George E. Harding

RowenaHartman

Lucy and John Hartwel I*

DianaHarvey

Jacquelyn Hauser & Tom Tinkham

Terri and Steve Havig

Blanche Hawkins

Kathy Hayes

SaraHayward

DanaHazel & Mike Vespasiano
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Anne and Peter Heegaard

Joanne and David Heegaard

Jeff and Lucy Heegaard

Roger F. Heegaard

DianneHeins

Kathleen Hemingway

Paul and Tonya Hendrickson

Diane and John Herman

Joan H. Higinbotham

Andreaand Ken Hjelm

Jodi and David Hohman

Mary Homrighous

Pat Hoven

Ledlie Jablonski

Ann and Robert Jackson

John and Margarita Johannson

Lori Johnson

Tom and Victoria Johnson

Jennifer Johnson

Susan B. Jones

Sharon L. Jones

Catherine Jordan & SteveLick

Yleen and Gary Joselyn

Suzanne Joyce

Donald and Phyllis Kahn

Sam and SylviaKaplan

Shirley and Arnold Kaplan

Miriam Karmel Feldman

Victoriaand IraKasdan

A.M. (Sandy) and Marion S. Keith

Miriamand ErwinKelen

Representative Margaret Anderson
Kelliher

Sally Kenney and Norman Foster

Marcus Kessler

Susan Kettering

Kay Kettwig

M.B. Kiewit

Mary LouiseKlas

Barry and JuliaKnight

Commissioner LindaKoblick

Rebeccaand Vinnie Kutty

Karen Langsjoen

Michael J. LaPlante

Kristi Lassegard

Brenda L auderback

Chuck and Mary Leer

Susan and Jim Lenfestey

Beth Ann Lennick

Carolyn Levitt, M.D.

Edward Linder & Stacey Poirier

Jan and CharlieLloyd

Deeand Nick Long

Dianne Seeman Lozier of The
Lozier Foundation

David and Peggy Lucas

Charlene Lucken

BruceA. Lundeen
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THANKYOU TO OUR 2004 SUPPORTERS

Margaret A. Lutz

MoiraLynch

Reid and Ann MacDonald

Kathleen Macosko in honor of
Laurie Snow

Cathy Madison & Rick Dublin

Mary Ann Mattoon

Donand Shirley Maxwell

James McCarthy & GloriaPeterson
Patrick McDonnell & Pam Johnson

SueMcLean

Pierce and Debbie McNally

Helen Metz & Perry Ketchum

TinaMichael

Ruth A. Mickelson

LauraMiles

Mindy Mitnick

Julieand Kent Molde

Marian Moore

MarciaMurray

SaraMushlitz

Elizabeth Myhre & JamesKaiser

Katie Chisholm Nadeau

ClaireC. Nelson

Sarah Nettleton

Christie and Win Neuger

Kate and Stuart Nielsen

Louiseand Jim Noethe

Damon and Amy Noga

DonnaNorbeck & Peter Jursik

Jmand Rosalie O’ Brien

Michad J. O’ Rourke

Adrienne and Steve Oesterle

SueOlin

Greg Olson

Vicki and Daniel Olson

KathleenL. Olson, MD

Beth Opperman

Diane SimsPage

RebeccaPalmer

AnnL.Bitter & Lyn M. Parker

Sueand Bill Payne

Daniel Pennie

Larry and LindaPerlman

Mark D. Perrin & Ron J. Beining

Thomas Perron of the Southpaw
Group, LLC

Cheryl Pete

Susan Peterson

Joan C. Peterson

Duane and Patte Peterson

Raobin Phillips

Leslyeand Eddie Phillips

Sally and George Pillsbury

Peggy and Ed Pluimer

Sally B. Polk

L ouise Pope

LaurindaW. Porter
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Allanand GinnaAmis

Mardell Presler

Nathalieand Dick Pyle

Charlotte W. Quaintance

Charlie Quimby & Susan Cushman

Mary Annette Quinnell

Mary Raabe

S.E. Reed

Connieand Lew Remele

Erik Reseland

Joy M. Rikala

Lucy Rogers& Larry Grant in honor of
Marna Anderson

Beverly and John Rollwagen

Ron and Glenda Dewberry Rooney

Jennifer Ryan Torgerson

SierraSamuels

Dr. John and Dorothy D. Scanlan

Romaine Scharlemann

Shannon Schmidt & Greg Jonsen

Karl and Ellen Schmidt

Tom and Pat Scott

Kathleen and Andrew Scott

Thomas and Diana Scott

Janet Shapiro

Bruce Shnider & Pat Strandness

Margaret & Davis Shryer

Kathryn Sikkink

Connie Skillingstad of Prevent Child
Abuse Minnesota

Cindieand Jm Smart

Susan Smoluchowski

Laurieand Mike Snow

Susan Soper

Roxanneand Bill Soth

Nancy Speer

Harriet and Ed Spencer

Pat Spratt

John Staloch

Jayne Stauffer

Jan and Jim Stephenson

Elizabeth Kilb Stofferahn

Marcia and John Stout

Glenda Struthers

Miaand Brian Sullivan

Mike Swanson & Kathy Spraitz

Jon R. and Julene K. Swenson

Mary Tambornino

Suzanne Tema

Cheryl Thomas & Roger Heegaard

Lynn Thomas

LindaR. Thompson, MD

LauraTiffany & Ned Foster

JaneTilka

Sharon Toll Johnson

Mark Toogood

MarciaTownley

Emily Ann and Gedney Tuttle
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Mary Ursu

Michael Valley

Mary W. Vaughan Fund of The
Minneapolis Foundation

Joanne VVon Blon

DianeWaarvik

Roberta Walburn

BonnieWallace

Judy and Roland Weigman

LeliaWeimar

Chyrll Weimar Sparks

Irving and Marjorie Wei ser

Deborah Weldele & JamesDiracles

Kelly White & Phil Jones

Wheelock Whitney

Frances and Frank Wilkinson

DePaul Willette

Roy and Kathy Williams

Mary P. Willis

Winnidell Wilson

Mike and Penny Winton

Sandy and Rich Worthing

Margaret and Angus Wurtele

Rebecca Yanisch

Courtney Yasmineh

Julie& CharliezZdle

* WATCH, along with many other
non-profit organizations, had to say
good-byeto two friendsin late 2004:
former Minnesota governor Elmer
Andersen and John Hartwell. Both
men dedicated much of their time,
talent and financial resources to
improving the lives of others. They
are greatly missed by many.(’

Volunteers needed
Become part of a dynamic
organizationworking toimprovethe
justice system. Monitor court
hearingsand lend your skillstosocia
change.

WATCH'’s next volunteer training
will beheld onthe eveningsof June
7and 9, from 6-9 PM.

Contact Dawn at 612-341-2747, or
at ddougherty @watchmn.org for
moreinformation. Or to completea
volunteer application go to
www.watchmn.org.
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THE GREATER MINNESOTA PROJECT REPORT

Challenges to systems advocacy

by Emily Saunoi-Sandgren

WATCH hasmonitored thecrimina
justice system of Hennepin County,
Minnesota, for 12 years. Our direct
experience has thus been in large,
metropolitan courts. Violenceagaingt
women and children, however, isnot
agtrictly urban experience. Rurd and
urban courts alike handle cases of
domesticviolence, sexud assault, and
child abuse and neglect. It should
comeasno surprisethat someof the
issuesidentified in Hennepin County
over the years can be found in
courthousesthroughout the Sate.

In recent years, WATCH has
recaived anincreasng number of cdls
from individuals living in greater
Minnesota asking us to monitor
violenceagaing women casesinthelr
local courts. Variousorganizations
acrossthe state have al so contacted
uswith aninterest in starting court
monitoring effortslike ours. From
trainingsin other partsof thecountry,
it has become clear that the
gppropriate court monitoring strategy
for any jurisdiction dependsonahost
of geographic, demographic, socio-
economic, ethnic, historicd, legd and
practica congderations. Whileurban
modelsareavailable, few, if any, rura
models exist. There is thus a
sgnificantinformation gap regarding
effectivemonitoring srategiesinnon-
urban areas.

As afirst step in closing this gap,
WATCH looked to greater
Minnesota to help describe and
definewhat it meansto do systems
advocacy inrurd areasandtoidentify
factors that could affect a small
community’sability toengagein court
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monitoring and other approaches to
systemsaccountability.

Pr oj ect methodology

This project consisted primarily of
qualitativeresearchthroughinterviews
conducted with 16 non-urban domestic
and sexual violence advocacy
organizationsover thephoneandvia
email. These organizations, which
provide servicesto 35 of Minnesota's
87 counties, constituted a
representative sample in terms of
community sizeandlocation. WATCH
used a standardized, open-ended
interview format where each
organization was asked the same
guestions but wasfreeto answer any
way it chose. Five on-siteinterviews
werea so conducted to experiencethe
day-to-day operations of these
organizationsaswell asobserve court
hearingswith victim advocates. This
report’sindgghtsand recommendations
arebased on the perspectivesof victim
advocatesintheserurd jurisdictions.

Advocacy models

Advocacy groups across Minnesota
utilizeavariety of gpproaches. A direct-
service approach provides serviceto
clientswho have or are experiencing
violence in their lives. An example
would be a safe house or shelter for
women and children leaving abusive
homes. A systemsadvocacy approach
identifiespatternsand trendsand pushes
for change on an institutional level.
WATCH would be an example of this
approach.

All of theorganizationsinterviewedin
this project combined direct-services
with systems advocacy. This two-
pronged approach can be especially
chdlengingwhenadient’swantsdo not
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coincidewith the systemic changean
organization is seeking. Many
communities partially solve this
problem by engaging in systems
advocacy through a coordinated
community response that draws
together key criminal justice system
players to collaborate on systems
change as well as coordinate
community-wideviolenceprevention
efforts.

I nterview highlights

WATCH was gratified by the
overwhel mingly enthusiastic response
to the project from the organizations
interviewed. They had many
suggestions for how WATCH can
better train and educate on systems
advocacy in non-urban communities
and hoped for arenewed connection
to other advocacy organizations
acrossthe state.

It isno secret that abused womenin
smaller communitiesencounter many
of the same obstaclesastheir urban
counterpartsinfinding help and safety,
but oftento ahigher degree. Some of
these obstacles include isolation,
culturd acceptanceof violenceagainst
women, lack of support by the courts
and a prevalence of weapons. Not
surprisingly, in Minnesota and
Wisconsn, about oneinfour domestic
killingsinrecent yearshavetaken place
in the most rural counties.* Each of
these obstacleswas addressed by the
organizations interviewed. The
following paragraphs highlight the
primary systemic issuesthat inhibit
effectiveadvocacy for organizationsin
greater Minnesota.

! Linsk, Rick, “Suffering in Silence,” The
Pioneer Press, December 19, 2000.

continued on page 7
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THE GREATER MINNESOTA PROJECT REPORT CONTINUED

continued from page 6
Lack of affordable housing
and transportation

Thelack of affordable housing
and accessto transportation are
two of the greatest factors that
prevent rural womenfromleaving
an abusive environment.
Advocates in east central
Minnesota reported that their
county funding for affordable
housing only goes to single
individuas leaving familiesadrift.
Crime victims are not given
priority either. Advocates in
southwestern Minnesota
reported that their closest safe
housing for women and families
is 70 miles away. Without
transportation, women and
families cannot make the trip.
Across the state, advocates
confirmed that women with
children are staying in abusive
relationshipsto provide shelter
andfoodfor their children.

Lack of resources

Funding sourcesfor women and
children areoften nonexistentin
rural communities. Recent state
funding cuts and funding
reallocationshaveincreased the
dready direfinancid stuationsof
organizations serving rural
communities. Acrosswest central
Minnesota, severa countiesrely
on one advocate per county to
serveall of the advocacy needs
of victimsof domestic violence.
One of these advocatesreported
that her responsibilitiesinclude
answeringa24-hour county criss
line, finding women safe shelter,
providinglega advocacy incourt,
training law enforcement and
community membersonissuesof
violence against women and
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providing ssfevidtaionfor families,
al while building constructive
relationshipswith crimind justice
system personnel to make change
onasystemiclevel. Nooneperson
should have to bear the entire
burden of advocating for the safety
of abused women and children.

Troubling inconsistencies
among jurisdictions

Fifteen of the 16 organizations
interviewed provide services in
more than one county. One
organization in south central
Minnesota provides all of the
domestic violence and sexual
assault servicesfor ninecounties.
Advocatesfrom thisorganization
find that themorerural the county,
thelonger the processto establish
trust and connections with
community members. Beingfrom
thecommunity helps. An advocate
fromadifferent county wasfilling
infor acolleague, but local police
officerssaidthey wouldwait for her
colleagueto return before sharing
their regular reports of domestic
violenceand sexud assault crimes.

These organizationsal so find that
advocacy successesin one county
often do not trand ateinto another.
For exampl e, advocatesworking
in two different south central
counties noted the differencesin
how law enforcement handles
order for protectionviolations. One
county takes the violations very
serioudy and hashad great success
in prosecuting violators. The
neighboring county, however, sees
orders for protection as useless
documents, rarely penalizing
violaors

I nstitutional relationships

Relationship building can be an
uphill battleinany community, but
isof particular difficulty insmaller
communitieswherewhoyou know
central Minnesotatalked about a
difficult transition period after a
daff member |eft the organization.
The staff member wasrelated to

continued on page 8
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THE GREATER MINNESOTA PROJECT REPORT CONTINUED

continued from page 7

thelocal sheriff and had been able
to create a positive working
rel ationship withlaw enforcemen.
When thisstaff member |eft, the
organization had to begin their
relationship withlaw enforcement
anew.

Community support

It is a daunting task to have a
community recognizethat domestic
and sexual violenceexists, that it
isacrime, and that acommunity
must be engaged for thereto be
effective change. An advocacy
organizationin central Minnesota
hasoperated for over twenty years
with asteady stream of clients, but
thecommunity it servesdtill refuses
to grant it credibility and
acknowledge the prevalence of
violenceagainst women. Itsrecent
attempt to provide needed
violence prevention education and
support groups for youth in the
local school systemwasre ected.

Each of the issues discussed above
loomslargefor advocacy organizations
ingreater Minnesota. Often, they feel
likethey arefighting an uphill battle,
but progress is being made. The
following paragraphs highlight the
systems advocacy strategies these
organizations use to better their
working relationshipsand interactions
withthecrimind justicesysemandthe
community at large.

Criminal justice intervention
programs(CJIP): court monitoring
and defendant tracking
The majority of organizations
interviewed had aCJIP working
to coordinate a consistent and
effectivecriminal justice system
response to domestic assault

WATCH Post

crimes. CJIPstrack all domestic
assault cases within aparticular
jurigdictiontoidentify crimevictims
and providethemwith servicesand
monitor the justice system’s
response. Their god istoimprove
arrest and convictionrates.

CJIP coordinators spend most of
their timemonitoring daily court
hearings. Unlikeat WATCH, they
also work directly with victims,
accompanying them to court
appearances. A CJIPcoordinator
is often faced with conflicting
advocacy strategies, where the
expressed needsof their clientsrun
counter to the overarching
systemic changes needed to better
serve all victims of domestic
violence. A CJIPcoordinator thus
must wear two different hats: one
hat for the individual needs of a
victim, who may return to an
abuser or not want to cooperate
with the prosecution, and the other
for effective prosecution of
domestic violence cases and
improved offender accountability
acrossthesystem. Thisisadifficult
balancing act.

Coordinated community
response and trainings

The greatest successes that
advocates described in their
interviewsoccurred whenthey felt
thecommunity wastruly involved
intaking measuresto end violence
against women. These measures
were often devel oped by agroup
of professionals that met on a
regular basis to discuss current
issues relating to domestic and
sexual violence. Members
coordinatetheir effortsto prevent
domestic and sexual violenceand
to hold abusers appropriately
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accountable by preparing and
signing agreementsbinding their
institutions to work toward the
proposed ingtitutiona changes.

In eastern Minnesota, a
countywidedomestic violencetask
forceorganizesannud trainingsfor
criminal justice system personnel
onissuesof domesticviolence. Its
members al so make community
presentationson domesticviolence
awarenessto engage community
membersintaking an activerole
inending violenceagainst women.

Conclusion

Great effortstoward positive social
change are evident in communities
acrossgreater Minnesota. However,
great barriersinhibiting thegrowth and
strength of thissocial movement a so
exist. This project is another step
forward. WATCH will use the
informationwegatheredto better serve
those non-urban organizations
interested in developing court
monitoring as a systems advocacy
tool.(

Systems Advocacy Resources

Domestic Violence: Thecriminal justice
system response by E.S. Buzawa and
Carl G Buzawa

Battered Women in the Courtroom by
James Ptacek

Women and the Criminal Justice
System by Katherine Stuart van
Wormer and Clemens Bartollas

The American Prosecutors Research
Institute Violence Against Women
Publications at www.ndaa-apri.org/
publications/april/
violence against_ women.html
TheMinnesota Center Against Violence
and Abuse at www.mincava.umn.edu/
The Minnesota Coalition for Battered
Women at www.mcbw.org
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CASE SUMMARIES

These are some examples of cases
WATCH staff and volunteers have
monitored in recent weeks.

Willie James Richardson, jury
trial, first degree criminal sexual
conduct

Richardson was charged with first
degree criminal sexual conduct for
raping his 18-year-old stepdaughter.
He was aso charged with second
degree assault for beating her witha
baseball bat. Richardson had acrimind
history of fifth degreeassaullt, including
severa domestic assault charges. The
defensetried to discredit the victim
because shewaited 37 hoursto report
the assaullts; the prosecution said the
victimwaited because shewasfearful
of retribution. According to a later
aggravated witnesstampering crimind
complaint, Richardsonand hiswife, the
victim’'smother, alegedly congpiredto
havethevictimkilled. Richardsonwas
found guilty of two counts of first
degreecrimina sexud conduct and one
count of second degree assault in
December. Cara Neville was the
judge, MarthaHolton-Dimick wasthe
prosecutor, and Jill Waite was the
defense attorney. Sentencing is
scheduled for late January.

David Eichholz, jury trial, third
degreecriminal sexual conduct

Eichholz was charged with third and
fourth degree criminal sexual conduct
for rgping hisdevel opmentaly dissbled
30-year-old daughter when shevisited
for Christmas. Eichholz, who had no
crimind history in Hennepin County,
waslater charged with fourth degree
criminal sexua conduct against a
different developmentally disabled
daughter. Hewasfound guilty of both
chargesof crimind sexud conduct with
the first daughter in December and
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sentenced in January to 48 monthsin
prison. A pre-trid hearinginthesecond
caseisset for March. LgjuneLange
wasthejudge, Marlene Senechd was
the prosecutor, and Tina Hudak-
Appleby wasthedefense attorney.

Jason Molacek, sentencing,
second degree murder

Molacek, 19, was charged with
second degree murder for shooting his
mother who died two monthsafter the
assault. Molacek, known to have
recurrent thoughtsof killing hisparents,
had ahistory of menta hedlth problems
and substance abuse. After acourt tria
beforeajudge, hewasfound guilty of
second degree murder. Molacek’s25
and a half year prison sentence was
stayed under thefollowing conditions:
cooperate with in-patient psychiatric
treatment, report to his probation
officer every six months, and remain
law abiding. At the sentencing in
December, hisfamily voiceditssupport
for treatment outside of prison. Jack
Nordby wasthejudge, David Genrich
wastheprosecutor, and Mark Cosmini
wasthe defense attorney.

Kofi Yeboah, sentencing, third
degreecriminal sexual conduct

Yeboah wascharged with third degree
crimina sexua conduct for raping and
physicaly assaulting awoman hemet
at aclub. The victim, who suffered
many physical injuries, could not
remember what happened betweenthe
time sheleft the club and woke up the
following morning at Yeboah's
residence. While Yeboah had no
crimind history in Hennepin County,
another possiblerapevictimtestified
about a similar assault. After two
mistrials, Yeboah wasfound guilty of
third degree criminal sexua conduct.
Hewassentencedin November to four
yearsin prison and fined $9,063. John
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Holahan was the judge, Martha
Holton-Dimick was the prosecutor,
and Larry Reed was the defense
attorney.

Robert Kendell, sentencing, first
degreemurder

Kendell was charged with eleven
felonies and one gross misdemeanor
for shooting his girlfriend, her two
children, and a neighbor whom he
suspected of havingaromanticinterest
inhisgirlfriend. The neighbor died,
whilethethree other victimssurvived.
Kendell’stwo-week old baby wasin
bed with hisgirlfriend stwo children
when they were shot, but was not
injured. Kendell wasfound guilty of al
twelve charges against him. In
December, he received three
consecutive 20-year sentences, anda
consecutive sentenceof lifein prison.
Steven Langewasthejudge, Beverly
Benson wasthe prosecutor, and Susan
Herlofsky wasthe defense attorney.

Randall Voeks, sentencing, third
degreecriminal sexual conduct
Voeks, a marriage therapist, was
charged with third and fourth degree
criminal sexual conduct for initiating
sexud contact withthreewomen during
therapy sessions. In one case, the
criminal conduct entailed reenactment
of sexual abuse the woman had
experienced prior to seeking therapy.
Voekspleaded guilty tothird and fourth
degree criminal sexual conduct. He
received a48-month prison sentence
for theformer chargeand a21-month
sentencefor thelatter. Both sentences
werestayed if he completesoneyear
in the workhouse and abides by the
conditions of his probation. Jack
Nordby was the judge, Karel
M oersfelder wasthe prosecutor, and
Marc Kurzman was the defense
attorney.[’)
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WHAT’S NEW CONT’D.

continued from page 1

WATCH also welcomes new board
member Tom Fourre, who bringsa
business perspectiveinadditiontohis
belief inour misson. Tomisemployed
at Trammell Crow Company, where
he is responsible for the overall
delivery of services for accounts
headquarteredinthe Twin Citiesarea.
His tenure on the board beginsthis
month.

Congratulatory farewells

At an open house on December 2,
WATCH board, staff and volunteers
badefarewdl to Libby Wyrum, who
led WATCH'’ svolunteer program for
four years. During her tenure, Libby
recruited and trained nearly 400
volunteers to monitor Hennepin
County courts. In addition to
supervising and scheduling internsand
volunteers, Libby organized monthly
volunteer educational events,
developedinnovativetraining sessons,
and pitched in whenever needed.
WATCH wishesLibby thebest asshe
movesonto do great things.

Board member Courtney Yasmineh
stepped down from the WATCH
board in November. Her life has
become extremely busy since the
release of her new CD, SUfi Line, and
shedecidedtogiveher musical career
the attention it deserves. Courtney
recently performed at the FineLine
along with several other musiciansto
benefit the SheillaWellstone I nstitute
and Casa de Esperanza, two vitad
community organizationsworkingto
end violence against women and
children. WATCH wishes Courtney
thebest. For information on her music,
www.courtneyandfriends.com.

Vicki and David Cox, long time
WATCH supporters, donors, and
WATCH Post

friends, have sold their Minneapolis
house, meaning wecannolonger coax
Vicki to stay on the WATCH Board
of Directorsby pretending shehasn't
really moved to Northern California.
Thoughthey plantovisit Minneapolis
often, Vicki felt it wasinappropriate
to continue to serve when her
availability would be so limited.
Though saddened, we know Vicki
would not want to servein nameonly.

Vicki joined theboardin 1998, saying
that she had been promoting theidea
of WATCH whileattending the Fourth
World Conference on Women in
Beijing and realized that shewanted
to bemoreinvolved when she came
home.

Sheenjoyed the give-and-take of our
small board, and wasan engaged and
involved member, offering wise
counsel, often from a fresh
perspective. Her intelligent and clear
reasoning was matched only by her
generosity. She chaired the
development committee until she
began to spend more time in
Cdifornia. Sheand David set thepace
for WATCH fundraising, providing
severa significant matching grantsto
encourage WATCH donors to
increasetheir annua giftsand to make
multi-year commitments to the
organizetion.

Vicki promisesto stay involved and
we look forward to her visits when
she’'sintown. Many thanksto both
Vicki and David, and our best wishes
for theyearsahead.()
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NOTES CONT’D.

continued from page 3

~ After monitoring several timesin
domesticviolencecourt, | fed that the
lawyersand judgesjoke around and
make small talk with each other more
than is appropriate. They’ve got to
remember that the defendants and
peoplesittinginthegallery are often
nervous and confused. While they
wereextremely respectful and attentive
during individual hearings, they let
down their guard too much between
Cases.

~ The deputy today was great. He
spoke up in domestic violence court
when the judge set bail without any
conditions. Hesaid, “What about no
contact withthevictim?’ Thejudge
thensaid, “ no contact withthevictim.”
Thedeputy continued to make surethe
judgetold the defendants what they
were supposed to do sothey wouldn't
violatetheir conditionsof release.

~Duringjury selectionfor acasewith
child endangerment charges, | found it
perplexing that many possiblejurors
were excused simply because they
saidthey cared about children. It seems
to methat it should bethe other way
around. At the end of themorning, |
really couldn’t tell what they were
looking for ingoodjurors.

~ During a murder trial, the two
deputies on hand whispered to each
other and tried hard to suppresstheir
laughter, actually turning red in the
face.)
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THUMBS UP/THUMBS DOWN

Thumbs down to the Bush

Adminigration for withdrawing
U.S. funding for the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA). Sinceduly
2002, the Bush Administration has
failedto provideany of its$34 million
annual obligation for the UNFPA, a
major player inthefight to eradicate
childmarriage. Theexcuse? Wholly
discredited dlegationsthat the UNFPA
participated in coercive abortion and
involuntary serilizetionin China

Child marriageaffectsover 51 million
girlsin developing countriesand puts
girlsa risk of HIV/AIDSand of hedlth
complicationsfrom becoming pregnant
at an early age. According to the
International Center for Research on
Women, child marriage also
perpetuates poverty becausegirlsstop
going to school after they aremarried,
severdy limitingtheir socid, economic,
and other opportunities.

‘ Thumbs up to Berkeley,

California voters. They
defeated, by alargemargin, ameasure
on the November 2 ball ot that would
havevirtudly legdized progtitution by
ordering policeto make enforcement
of lawsagaing progtitutiontheir lowest
priority. Janice Raymond of the
CoditionAgang Traffickingin\Women
said the measure would have madeit
difficult to enforce the law against
pimpsandjohns—even moretroubling
when oneredlizesthat theaverageage
of entry into progtitutionintheU.S. is
fourteen.

Thumbs down to R.A.I.N.N.

(Rape, Abuse and Incest
National Network) for its debased
fundraisingtactics. R.A.l.N.N.’sfall
fundrai ser wasits 2004 Frederick’sof
Hollywood LingerieArt Auctionand
Fashion Show featuring celebrity-
WATCH Post

designed corsets! Will next year’s
fundrai ser featureashoe company and
celebrity-designed foot binding?

‘ Thumbs up to Betty Dukes, the
lead plaintiff in the largest class
actionlawsuit against acorporationin
U.S. history. Thesex discrimination
auit, filed againgt Wal-Mart, represents
1.6 millionwomenworkers. Thesuit
alleges women experience
discriminationinwages, opportunities
for promotionsand raises, and career
opportunitiesin management. Duke
received a Ms Woman of the Year
awardin 2004 andisfeaturedinLisa
Featherstone’s new book Selling
Women Short: The Landmark Battle
for Worker’s Rights at Wal-Mart.
Duke and her colleagues prove, once
again, that everyday working women
can pull together and takeon corporate
giantsinour quest for equality.

‘ Thumbs up to women in
Swaziland for holding thefirst

ever women'smarchintheir country.
Themarchwasin responseto agang
rape of an 18-year old woman by a
group of menwho said they attacked
her because she was wearing a
miniskirt. Over 1,000womenandgirls
joined the march, organized by the
Women's Legal Rights Initiative.
Following the assault, amember of
Parliament madeaspeech sayingthere
should be a law against women
showingtheirthighs. Buttheorganizers
have no intention of accepting this
victim blaming. “We're fed up.
Enoughisenough,” said DooAphane,
of theWomen'sLegd Rightsinitiative.

Thumbs up to the Univer sity of

MinnesotaWomen’sVolleyball

team for making it to the final

championship NCAA game. It's

exciting to see how the world has
I

changedfor femdeathletessinceTitle
IX waspassedin 1972. Now, wejust
need to get more women’ s sportson
network TV instead of shows like
“Extreme Makeover” and “The
Swan,” where women go under the
knifeto meet society’ sabsurd beauty
standards.

q Thumbs down to the pernicious

entrenchment of sex
discrimination in employee
compensation, eveninnonprofits. The
2004 Guidestar report containssalary
and benefitsdataon morethan 83,000
U.S. nonprofits. It reveals gender-
based pay inequities in most top
positions, with men compensated
higher than women aschief executive
officersand intop program, training,
development, and finance positions.(’

WAT CH 2004 highlights

~ recruited and trained 60 new court
monitor volunteers

~ hosted a training on sex offenders
attended by 40 people during Sexual
Assault Awareness month

~ hosted two judicial forums along with
the League of Women Voters of
Minneapolisand the Hennepin County Bar
Association attended by 130 people

~ conducted a study on orders for
protection (OFPs) to identify safety gaps
for battered women. Report available on
our web site and summarized in the fall
WATCH Post

~ conducted a study on systems change
in greater Minnesota

~ provided technical assistance to court
monitoring projects in 12 states and
conducted training for two Minnesota-
based nonprofits adapting WATCH's
model intheir jurisdictions

~ presented WATCH'’s OFP and greater
Minnesota reports at the Minnesota
Coadlition for Battered Women’s conference
~ monitored nearly 3,500 hearings in
Hennepin County courts

~ honored Cornerhouse at the annual Gold
WATCH event

~ received a leadership award from the
Hennepin County Attorney’s Officel’
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THANKYOU TO OUR 2004 VOLUNTEERS
Every day, Monday through Friday, a steady stream of WATCH volunteers maintain a public presence in Hennepin County courts.
Volunteers come to the office in the morning, receive information on the hearings scheduled, and make their way to court with red
clipboardsand WATCH monitoring formsin hand. They return just before noon to recount their experiences. At 12:30 p.m., the process
begins again for the afternoon shift.

Dedicated, reliablevolunteer sarethefoundation of all WATCH does. Awarm, hear tfelt thank you toyou all.
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Todd Coryell PatriciaHill David Lucas Brittan Ryan
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Thank you to Rebecca Kutty for editing and Val Liesfor layout of WATCH Post.
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